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What Does “Follow the Child” Mean?

by David Brown
CDBS Educational Specialist

Assessment woes

with this population:

What goes wrong?

 for the child 

 and support 

 hands, and so on) as if the rest of the child has no relevance
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tools out there that have not been designed or adapted for this population at all, and these are 

Follow the child

it can be such a successful approach. 
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who the child is and how they operate, and in the process starting to build a relationship with 

should enable the child, one day, to follow you.

Assessment questions

and so on. 

The First Questions
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a good basis for successful relationship building, 

and useful idea about who the child is and how 
they function.

How do you feel?
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What do you like?

What do you want?

What do you do?

What can you do?

above.
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So how do you ‘follow the child’?

it can be done in short periods too, with your 

to prepare for effective intervention and teaching. 

than anyone else, has provided this validation for 

What are you observing for?
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and sophisticated level. 

of previously established social interaction patterns, differentiated behaviors with different 
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